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AVRAM R. SHANNON, xx associate pro-
fessor of Church history and doctrine at
Brigham Young University, received a PhD
in American history from Syracuse Uni-
versity. Rachel’s research centers on female
spirituality and religious experience in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centu-
ries. Most recently she coedited a book titled
The Writings of Elizabeth Webb: A Quaker
Missionary in America, 1697-1726, published
by Penn State University Press.

rsc.byu.edu

GAYE STRATHEARN xx an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of Church History
and Doctrine at Brigham Young University.
of Tout savoir sur la religion mormone (All You
Need to Know about Mormonism, 2018).

GEORGE A. PIERCE xx a PhD in Ameri-
can history from the University of Neva-
da, Las Vegas, and is an assistant professor
of Church history and doctrine at Brigham
Young University. His book manuscript
Slavery and Sacred Texts: The Bible, the Con-
stitution, and the Antebellum Confrontation
with History is under contract at Cambridge
University Press. Before coming to BYU, he
worked at the Joseph Smith Papers.

JOSHUA M. SEARS xx a PhD in American

Provo, Utan, aAND SALT LAKE Crty—In
general conference, Church President
Russell M. Nelson spoke about poverty
and other humanitarian concerns,
declaring, “As members of the Church,
we feel a kinship to those who suffer
inany way. ... We heed an Old Tes-
tament admonition: “Thou shalt open
thine hand wide unto thy brother, to
thy poor, and to thy needy’ (Deuteron-
omy 15:11).” President Nelson's linking
of Old Testament law with modern
social concerns highlights the contin-
ued relevancy of the Old Testament
for confronting modern challenges,
including poverty, ethnocentrism, and
the world’s growing refugee crisis.
This year marks the fiftieth
anniversary of the Sidney B. Sperry
Symposium, and the volume contains
an article by V. Wallace McCarlie
Jr. and Andrew C. Skinner to com-
memmorate the event. The following
gospel scholars are contributors to
the 50th Annual Sperry Symposium:
Sharon Eubank, David Rolph Seely and
Jo Ann H. Seely, Kerry Muhlestein,
Joshua M. Sears, Amy Easton-Flake,
Avram R. Shannon and Thora Florence
Shannon, Gaye Strathearn and Angela
Cothran, Dana M. Pike, Matthew L.
Bowen, Jennifer C. Lane, Elizabeta
Jevtic-Somlai and Robin Peterson,
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Covenant of Compassion: Caring
for the Marginalized and Disadvantaged
in the Old Testament was edited by
Avram R. Shannon, Gaye Strathearn,
George A. Pierce, and Joshua M. Sears.
It is copublished by the Religious Stud-
ies Center at Brigham Young Univer-
sity and Deseret Book. Visit https://rsc
.byu.edu/book/covenant-compassion
for more information.

history from the University of Nevada, Las
Vegas, and is an assistant professor
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